School #14 Writer’s Workshop Unit Plan for Fifth Grade Social Studies

Week 1 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Set up Rituals and Routines of Writer’s Workshop this week.
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Week 2 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you work with your partners to answer document based questions?

Minilesson:

Give DBQ Documents 1& 2 from week 2 materials in binder.

----------------------------------

Essential Question:

Can you write a narrative story for your portfolio?

Minilesson:

Give assignment and review rubric.

Author’s Chair:

Share answers to document based questions
	Essential Question:

Can you work with your partners to answer document based questions?

Minilesson:

Give DBQ Documents 3& 4 from week 2 materials in binder.

----------------------------------

Essential Question:

Can you write a narrative story for your portfolio?

Minilesson:

Remind students of assignment and review rubric.

Author’s Chair:

Share answers to document based questions
	Essential Question:

Can you work with your partners to answer document based questions?

Minilesson:

Give DBQ Documents 5 from week 2 materials in binder.

----------------------------------

Essential Question:

Can you write a narrative story for your portfolio?

Minilesson:

Remind students of assignment and review rubric.

Author’s Chair:

Share answers to document based questions
	Essential Question:

How do you write a DBQ essay?

Guest Presenter
	Essential Question:

Can you write a narrative for your portfolio?

Workperiod:

Students finish narrative and narrative is due today.  If student finishes early, have them free write.

Author’s Chair:

Have students share their narrative pieces.
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Week 3 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you write a complete sentence?

Minilesson:

- show picture

- have students write 1 sentence about the picture

- Share sentences

- Have a class discussion - Is this a good sentence?

Workperiod: (shorter)

When writing today, be thinking about forming complete sentences during free writing.

Author’s Chair:

Share students free writing.  Have audience pick out complete sentences they like.
	Essential Question:

What makes a good sentence?

Minilesson:

Yesterday we read our sentences – let’s brainstorm what made a good sentence.

Chart Responses on Chart Paper:

(examples:

- capital letter

- period (punctuation)

- subject/predicates

- clear (easily read)

- informative

-Etc.

Workperiod: (short)
Today, choose from the following pictures and write a sentence about as many as you can.

* 5 minutes remaining, have students write their favorite sentence on a sentence strip with markers.

Author’s Chair:

Have students read their sentences and audience guess which picture they wrote about.
	Essential Question:

What is a paragraph?

Minilession:

- show picture from a previous lesson

- today we are going to write a paragraph on this picture.  In order to start a paragraph, you need a topic sentence.  What could a topic sentence for this picture?  Remember, topic sentence tells the main idea of the picture.

- choose a good topic sentence

- brainstorm other sentences you could use in the paragraph that supports the topic sentence

- how will we end this paragraph?

Workperiod:

Have 3 pictures from the previous day up and have students pick one and write a paragraph on it.

Author’s Chair:

Share paragraphs and critique.
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ with help from your partners?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be working in groups to move around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations, they will go back and brainstorm the essay together.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they worked in groups to complete the documents.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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Week 4 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

How do you write a complete essay?

Minilesson:

Essay writing – introduce hamburger

Top bun- introduction

--Restate the question

--Take a stand on the issue

Hamburger-body

--proof that your stand on the issue is right

Bottom bun-conclusion

--restate opinion

--summarize why briefly

Give essay question:  What kind of person are you?  Why?

Have students brainstorm a list of how they would start the essay.

Workperiod: (shorter)

Write the first paragraph to the essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share as many introductions as possible and critique – write comments on sticky note for improvements.
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay?

Minilesson:

Model graphic organizer.  Show points of what kind of person you are.  Then model the start to your body of your lesson.

Workperiod:
Using a graphic organizer, have students complete organizer with details supporting claim. Once finished, have students start their body of their essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share body paragraphs
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay?

Minilession:

Talk about closure to their writing.  Have a model and brainstorm endings to your essay.

Workperiod:

Students complete middles if need be and then write their concluding paragraph.

Author’s Chair:

Share endings – do they meet criteria?
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ with help from your partners?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be working in groups to move around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations, they will go back and brainstorm the essay together.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they worked in groups to complete the documents.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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Week 5 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay?

Minilesson:

Read October’s Book of the Month:  The Honest to Goodness Truth by Patricia C. McKissack.

Have students write an essay for their response to literature. 

Is Honesty always a good thing?  Use details from the text to support your answer.

Essay writing – remind students of hamburger.

(Introduction needs title and author and opinion.  Body needs at least 3 details from the story to support opinion.  Conclusion needs to restate opinion and briefly tell why.)

Workperiod: (shorter)

Write the first paragraph to the essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share beginnings of their work
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay?

Minilesson:

Have students share beginnings – are they appropriate?  Chart a few good ideas

Workperiod:
Continue working on essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share essays
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay?

Minilession:

Have students brainstorm what details they are using to support their claim.  Make a list if necessary.

Workperiod:

Students should finish essays today.  If done early, students should edit and revise if needed

Author’s Chair:

Share essays
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ with help from your partners?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be working in groups to move around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations, they will go back and brainstorm the essay together.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they worked in groups to complete the documents.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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Week 6 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you support an opinion?

Minilesson:

Tell students:  Football is the best sport.

Have students get into two groups – those who agree and those who disagree.  Give each group a chart paper and assign a recorder – write as many reasons why they think they are right.  Have a reporter share their sides.

Workperiod: (shorter)

Give another topic – Ms. Lazio wants to know which field trip fifth grade should go on - Darien Lake or Sea Breeze.  Have students write supporting arguments for Darien Lake or Sea Breeze.  (At least 3 arguments per essay.)  Remind them that Ms. Lazio is there audience – not their friends.

Author’s Chair:

Share arguments
	Essential Question:

Can you write a persuasive essay?

Minilesson:

Review Burger – Tell them they will have to write an essay on where the fifth grade should celebrate a good year.  Let them know they will only have two days to write this essay. 

Workperiod:
Work on essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share essays – check criteria
	Essential Question:

Can you write a persuasive essay?

Minilession:

Review any problem areas you see when you conferenced.  Review expectations.

Share model if you see fit.

Workperiod:

Finish persuasive essay.  

Author’s Chair:

Share essays.
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ with help from your partners?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be working in groups to move around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations. They will go back and brainstorm the essay independently.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they worked in groups to complete the documents.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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Week 7 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay based on an article?

Minilesson:

“President Lincoln needs you help in rating the skills of General Lee.”

Read passage and allow students to follow along on their copy to underline important information.

Workperiod: (shorter)

Fill out chart:


Author’s Chair:

Share strengths and weaknesses they found about General Lee.
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay about General Lee?

Minilesson:

Using your chart from yesterday, write an essay to President Lincoln telling him if General Lee is a good general or not.  Choose a side and use the document from yesterday and your chart.

-remind students of burger!

Workperiod:
Start writing the essay.

Author’s Chair:

Share essays.
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay about General Lee?

Minilession:
Remind students that they are working on an essay for President Lincoln.  Go over assignment.

Workperiod:

Finish essay.  If done early, as usual, free writing.

Author’s Chair:

Share essays.
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ independently?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be moving around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations, they will go back and brainstorm the essay.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they completed the documents and brainstormed their essays.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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Week 8 of Unit Plan

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay based on an article?

Minilesson:
John Rolfe needs your help.  He needs your opinion on whether or not to marry Pocahontas.  Read along as I read aloud.  Underline as needed to help your case.

Workperiod: (shorter)

Fill in chart of reasons to marry and reasons not to marry.

Author’s Chair:

Share chart responses.
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay for John Rolfe?

Minilesson:

Yesterday you filled out a chart to help John Rolfe.  Which side as a stronger argument? 

Allow students to give some opinions with details from the passage.

Today you will write an essay to John Rolfe stating your opinion.

Workperiod:
Write essay based on the article – Should John Rolfe marry Pocahontas? 

Author’s Chair:

Share essays.
	Essential Question:

Can you write an essay for John Rolfe?

Minilession:

Today you will finish your essay for John Rolfe.  Remember to use the burger to write your essay. 

Workperiod:

Students finish essay.  If done early, students will write free writing.

Author’s Chair:

Share essay.
	Essential Question:

Can you brainstorm a DBQ independently?

Minilesson:  Explain that students will be moving around the room, looking at documents.  When students complete all 5 rotations, they will go back and brainstorm the essay.  Remind them that they must use one more than 1/2 the documents in order to get full credit.

Workperiod:

Students work on brainstorming DBQ

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their answers to the initial documents.
	Essential Question:

Can you write a DBQ essay?

Minilesson:  Explain that yesterday they completed the documents and brainstormed their essays.  Today they are going to write the essay portion of the DBQ.

Workperiod:

Students work on writing the essay of the DBQ.

Author’s Chair:  

Have students share their essay
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