Social Studies Rubric for Report Card Items, Grades 3-6


Content Knowledge and Understanding
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Demonstrates significant understanding of historical events and their influence on history and identifies themes.
	Demonstrates basic understanding of historical events and their influence on history and identifies themes.


	Relates basic facts about an historical event and identifies themes.


	Fails to relate basic facts about an historical event and identifies themes.




Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Research project based on a historical topic

Essay writing

Tests and quizes
Display board


Compares and contrasts historical events

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Thoroughly describes the similarities, differences, and connections that historical events may have
	Generally describes the similarities, differences, and connections that historical events may have
	Makes limited comparisons between historical events
	Fails to identify similarities and differences of historical events


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:
Now and then comparison

Venn diagram or T chart

Timeline of events

Chart of world communities comparing population, land are, technology etc…


Distinguishes between fact and opinion

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Consistently identifies fact from opinion in historical context
	Generally identifies fact from opinion in historical context
	Has a limited ability to distinguish fact from opinion in historical context
	Can not distinguish between fact and opinion in historical context


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Discussion of myths and folk tales

Identifying stereotypes and cultural bias

Reading opposing viewpoints on a given topics

Classroom debate


Uses information from primary sources to support the writing process

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Consistently uses data from documents to support, explain, and develop ideas
	Generally uses accurate data from some of the documents to support, explain, and develop ideas
	Makes limited use of documents and demonstrates weaknesses in the development of ideas
	Fails to uses the documents or makes vague or unclear connections to the information


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Reading the newspapers

Interpreting speeches

DBQ writing

Summarizing 


Interprets data from graphs, charts, illustrations, and maps
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Excellent use of data from the graphics to explain concepts, ideas, and relationships
	Uses graphics to explain the concepts, ideas and relationships to some extent
	Limited use of information presented in graphic 
	Poor or no use of information presented in graphic


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Now and then comparison

Venn diagram or T chart

Timeline of events

Chart of United States and world communities comparing population, land are, technology etc…

Labeling a physical map

Labeling a political map

Grid activities for location

Drawing a conclusion based on an illustration

Consult the NYS Instructional Strategies Supplement for each grade level for other activities.  

It is available online at 

http://socialstudiestimes.tripod.com/curriculum.htm
Kevin Klein, 262-8194

