Social Studies Rubric for Report Card Items, Kindergarten

Understands concepts of change over time and place

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Identifies changes in that happen over time to people and places and describes why they happen
	Identifies changes in that happen over time to people and places 
	Has difficulty determining changes that happen over time
	Can not identify changes that happen over time


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Seasonal changes

Geographic change

Change in building structures

Outlining of the body to measure change over the year
“All about me” books

Now and then activities


Contributes to class discussion/activities
	4
	3
	2
	1

	The student participates in classroom activities and discussions without being asked.
	The student participates in classroom activities and discussions when asked.
	The student participates in classroom activities and discussions only when required to do so or when the request involves some form of explicit or implied consequence.
	The student refuses to engage in classroom activities and discussions


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Role-playing
Purpose of routines

Interacting appropriately

Making and following appropriate rules

Performing classroom jobs at appropriate times
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Recognizes tools used for work or play

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Understands and explains the differences between items used for working and those used for playing
	Understands the differences between items used for working and those used for playing
	Confuses items used for working and playing
	Can not distinguish between tools and play items.


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Role-playing
Using safety equipment correctly
Identifying jobs performed by health and safety workers


Understands meaning of rules

	4
	3
	2
	1

	The student follows classroom rules and procedures without being reminded or cued.
	The student follows classroom rules and procedures when reminded or cued.
	The student follows classroom rules and procedures only when reminded to do so or when the request involves strong urging or even some explicit or implicit consequence.
	The student refuses to follow classroom rules and procedures


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Making appropriate rules

Knowing the differences between rules for outside and inside
Describing the consequences for breaking the rules

Recognizing the need for different rules for different centers 
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Understands and uses geography and map skills
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Identifies and uses map key or legend, compass rose, grid, scale, land masses, political boundaries and bodies of water
	Identifies map key or legend, compass rose, grid, scale, land masses, political boundaries and bodies of water
	Identifies several map tools but is unable to use them correctly
	Can not identify map tools or use them correctly


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Labeling a physical map

Labeling a political map

Grid activities for location


Understands rules and responsibilities of the classroom, community and nation

	4
	3
	2
	1

	The student follows classroom rules and procedures without being reminded or cued.
	The student follows classroom rules and procedures when reminded or cued.
	The student follows classroom rules and procedures only when reminded to do so or when the request involves strong urging or even some explicit or implicit consequence.
	The student refuses to follow classroom rules and procedures


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Discussions of the symbols of citizenship

Creating a chart of Jobs, Roles, Responsibilities and rights
Role-playing
Creating a classroom compact or constitution
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Understands similarities and differences in community and cultures

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Student can identify and explain  multiple similarities and differences between cultures and communities
	Student can identify similarities and differences between cultures and communities
	Student can list few differences or similarities between groups 
	Can not identify differences and similarities


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Venn diagram of rural and urban lifestyles
Local churches, shopping areas, houses, schools on a map

Timeline of change 

Reading assessment using books about different communities

List of different needs and wants

Now and then diagram


Writes and/or explains constructed response questions

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Excellent use of data from the graphics to explain concepts, ideas, and relationships
	Uses graphics to explain the concepts, ideas and relationships to some extent
	Limited use of information presented in graphic 
	Poor or no use of information presented in graphic


Activities that correspond with this section include but are not limited to:

Political cartoons (SPAM) (Identifying the Symbols, People, Action and the Message)
Graphs

Charts

Newspapers

Photographs

Consult the NYS Instructional Strategies Supplement for each grade level for other activities.  

It is available online at 

http://socialstudiestimes.tripod.com/curriculum.htm
Kevin Klein, 262-8194


