ROCHESTER CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

STUDENT SECONDARY COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Title:      United States History and Government

Grade Level(s):    11

Prerequisite(s):      Successful Completion of 10th Grade

Unit of Credit:       1

INTRODUCTION

This course description will provide you with the specific requirements associated with the successful completion of this course, the content to be learned, the expected level of achievement and the materials that will be used in this course.  The Scope and Sequence portion of this course description reflects efforts to include (equitably) “voices” and perspectives of people within U.S. society that have been traditionally ignored, downplayed or omitted from the curriculum, i.e., women, Native, African, Hispanic and Asian Americans.  It also reflects efforts to correct historical distortions and inaccuracies regarding various types of factual information.  

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

Students in this course will be expected to:

· attend school and class on a regular basis.

· keep an organized notebook of materials and information derived from class discussions, presentations and activities.

· complete all homework, reading assignments, research projects and document-based exercises as assigned by the teacher.

· develop the necessary skills to complete document-based questions and essays, this includes using original sources; and 

· demonstrate literacy skills such as reading, writing, viewing, listening and speaking in the process of completing required course work.

CONTENT STANDARDS

(What students should know and be able to do)

Students will:

· demonstrate an understanding of the development of United States culture, explaining how ideas, values, beliefs, and traditions have changed over time.

· be able to describe the evolution  of the United States’ democratic values and beliefs as expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the New York State Constitution, the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and other important historical documents.

· demonstrate the ability to develop and test hypothesis about important events, eras, or issues in New York State and United States history.

· demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast the experiences of different ethnic, racial, national, and religious groups in the United States, explaining their respective contributions to U.S. society and culture.

· be able to analyze the United States involvement in foreign affairs and a willingness to engage in international politics, examining the ideas and traditions leading to these foreign policies.

· demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast the values exhibited and foreign policies implemented by the United States and other nations over time—with those expressed in the United Nations Charter and international law.

· demonstrate the ability to research and analyze the major themes and developments in New York State and United States history (e.g., imperialism, colonization, and settlement; revolution and New National Period; immigration, expansion and reform era; Civil War and Reconstruction; the United States labor movement; Great Depression;  World Wars; the United States women’s movement, the United States Civil Rights Movement; the American Indian Movement; contemporary United States).

· demonstrate the ability to prepare essays and oral reports about important social, political, economic, scientific, technological, and cultural developments, issues, and events from New York State and United States history.

· demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between world and developments in New York States history.

· demonstrates the ability to analyze historical narratives about key events in New York State and United States history to identify the facts and evaluate the author’s perspectives.

· study different historians’ analysis of the same event or development in United States history, and demonstrate an understanding of how different viewpoints and/or frames of reference influence historical interpretations.

· demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of credibility of historical interpretations as new information is learned and other interpretations are developed.

· demonstrate an understanding of similarities and differences between the United States’ political system and various other political systems as it relates to ideology, structure, functions, and citizenship roles.

· demonstrate an understanding of how physical features hindered in the European conquest and development of the United States.

· demonstrate an understanding of information contained in various maps, graphs, tables, charts, and diagrams.

· demonstrate an understanding on how various groups of people adapted to their geographic surroundings.

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

(Expected Levels of Achievement)


Students entering U.S. History and Government will have received an A, B, or C in Global Studies II.  To receive credit for U.S. History and Government, the student must maintain a satisfactory rating for the four marking periods that, when combined with the final exam grade, yields a passing final grade.

DELIVERY STANDARDS

(Research-based practices that can be incorporated into the course)

Students will be encouraged to assume the role of researchers as they become engaged with the course content.  Classroom instruction will be student centered, with teachers assuming the role of facilitators or guides in the learning process.  Instruction will be approached from an interdisciplinary and multicultural perspective.  Teachers will devote significant time and attention to creating a learning environment that is geared toward multiple intelligences, varied learning styles and assessments.  Students will be encouraged to read, 

write, speak and listen in a thoughtful and critical manner.  Examples of student-centered classroom activities include the following:


Oration:  Students will develop oratory skills, especially as it relates to the use of their own research and writing; students will also study the speaking styles of great orators – as they develop their own speaking skills.


Discourse:  Students will spend time engaging in class discussions and debates regarding historical and contemporary issues, including current events. 


Cooperative Learning:  Students will spend time working in groups – focusing on group dynamics as it relates to working cooperatively, leadership development, and problem-solving. 


Guest Speakers:  Students will listen to and engage in discussion/dialogue with guest speakers, including parents who are experts in relevant areas of study.


Videos:  Students will spend time critiquing and analyzing documentaries and movies.


Students as Teachers:  After being instructed in the fundamentals of teaching methods, each student will teach at least one class.

COURSE MATERIALS


Students will use resources and materials that reflect the current alignment of English III and United States History and Government:  teacher-developed and/or assembled materials that represent each unit studied; multicultural literature collections; primary sources, America:  Pathways to the Present; The Americans
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

All students enrolled in U.S. History and Government will 

· take a citywide midterm exam.  This exam will reflect the New York State learning standards for social studies and the citywide alignment with the English III curriculum.

· take the New York State Regents Examination in U.S. History and Government.  The examination will include:  multiple-choice items; constructed-response items; thematic essays, and document-based questions.  The Regents exam consists of approximately 48 multiple-choice questions (55 points) and a mandatory three of seven essays (45 points). Students must achieve 65% on the Regents exam to obtain Regents credit for the course and at least 55% to prove competency for graduation.  The new Regents will have January, June and August administrations.

· either pass or fail a complete test, i.e., it will not be possible to pass one component of a test in a given administration and a second component in another administration.

RECOMMENDED REVIEW TEXTS

U.S. History and Government – A Review Text

Prentice-Hall Brief Review in U.S.

N&N Publishing Co., Inc.




     History and Government

18 Montgomery Street




Prentice-Hall

1-800-NN4-TEXT





4350 Equity Drive









P.O. Box 2649









Columbus, OH 43216




1-800-848-9500

CONCEPTS/KEY TERMS STUDENTS SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN IN CONTEXT

	places and regions

physical systems

environment and society

uses of geography

human systems

diversity

citizenship and civics

civic values

government

decision-making

change

factors of production

exploitation

oppression

conflict
	legal segregation

citizenship

needs and wants

technology

robber baron

philanthropist

economic systems

culture

empathy

classism

identity

racism

sexism

assimilation

imperialism

genocide

nationalism
	interdependence

human rights

intolerance

scarcity

world in spatial terms

totalitarianism

choice

massive retaliation

ideological differences

fascism

socialism

communism

brinkmanship

feminism

corruption

demographics

economic imperialism


CAREER COMPETENCIES


As each unit is studied, various career possibilities will be highlighted.  Some careers include:  archaeologist, anthropologist, historian, researcher, writer, educator, politician, cartographer, environmentalist, economist, detective, law enforcement officer, insurance agent, real estate agent, sales representative, mail carrier, engineer, computer programmer, museum curator, reporter, lawyer, judge, bank officer, airplane pilot, surveyor, telecommunications technician, hotel manager, international business, government, writer, health care, social work, psychologist, psychiatrist, ministry, lobbyist.
UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT
Scope and Sequence

UNIT 1 – United States Geography  
(Recommended time – 2 weeks) 

· The Physical Setting (location, climate zones, vegetation zones, agricultural areas, natural resources, major mountain ranges, major river systems, Great Plains, Atlantic/Pacific Oceans, climate)

UNIT 2 – Development of the United States Constitutional Foundations  (Recommended time – 8 weeks)

· Geography:  Role/Influence of geography on historical/cultural development

Influences on Native Americans

Territorial Expansion

Impact during wartime

Effect of location on United States Foreign Policy

· Historical Foundations
Early Origins of Democracy

Ancient Africa

Greece and Rome

Iroquois Confederacy

Influence of Greatlaw of Peace on U.S. founding fathers and the Constitution

European intellectuals (Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau)

Key events (Magna Carta, Rights of Englishmen, English Bill of Rights, Glorious Revolution, other key events, i.e., among Africans, Native Americans, women, Jews, etc.)

· European Imperialism
Mayflower Compact, town meetings, House of Burgesses, Albany Plan of Union

New York State Constitution

Revolutionary War and Declaration of Independence 

Influence of the Revolutionary War on the Iroquois Confederacy (putting out Council Fire 

      and dividing the Six Nations)

Articles of Confederation

Role and impact of religion

Ÿ Constitutional Convention

The process/lack of representation

The document (The Constitution)

Ratification

Federalist and Anti-federalist Arguments

The Bill of Rights

Basic Structure and Function:  three branches and their operation

Basic Constitutional Principles (National Power, Federalism, civil liberties, equality)

The lack of rights for women, children, ethnic and racial groups (under the constitution)

Ÿ Implementing Constitutional Principles
Early Presidential Administrations (Washington, Adams, Jefferson)

Domestic and foreign policies

Territorial expansion:  Manifest Destiny

Constitutional Crisis

Sectional differences and philosophies of government

Equal rights and justice (fight for “minority” rights; expansion of slavery; abolitionist 

     movement; denial of Native Americans rights and land ownership)

Treaties with Native Nations

Constitutional debates (states rights versus Federal supremacy; legal and moral arguments 

     for and against slavery; preservation of the Union)

Ÿ The U.S. Civil War Tests the Constitution
United States society divided

UNIT 3 - Industrialization of the United States
  (Recommended time – 10 weeks)

· Reconstruction Plans

Lincoln’s Plan

Congressional Plan

Post-Civil War Amendments (13th, 14th, and 15th)

Impeachment of Andrew Johnson

Shifting relationships between the Federal and State governments, and individual citizens

The North


Economic technological stimuli of the Civil War


Developing labor needs

The South


Agriculture:  land and labor

Status of former enslaved Africans


The migration of African-Americans to the North


The emerging debate over “proper” role of African-Americans (Booker T. Washington, 


     W.E.B. DuBois)

End of Reconstruction


Disputed election of 1876


End of military occupation


Escalation of organized hate groups (KKK, White Citizens Council)


Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), “separate but equal”


Role and impact of religion

· The rise of U.S. business, industry, and labor, 1865-1920
Rise of monopolies

Proprietorships, Partnerships

Incorporation

Case studies in concentrated wealth and effort (John D. Rockefeller: oil; Andrew Carnegie: 
steel; Ford: auto; Madam C. J. Walker: beauty products)

New business and government practices

Labor Unionization

Impact of Industrialization

Urban growth

Women, families, and work 

Problems of child labor, elderly, disabled, and African-Americans

Role of religion

The growing middle class

Art and literature (Mark Twain and penny dailies and others)

· Immigration:  Changing Patterns

Early colonization and “old” immigrants
Motivations for immigration (Northern and Western Europe)

Case Studies:  mass starvation in Ireland 
(1845-1850)

German immigration 

Chinese labor and the transcontinental railroad

Forced “immigration”:  enslavement of African people

Old vs. new immigrants:  know-nothing party

Conquest and annexation (French Arcadians, Mexican/Hispanic)

Case study:  Emigration, Liberia

New sources of immigration (1850-1926):  Eastern/Southern Europe, Asia

Case studies:  Italian, Chinese immigration (1850-1924, West to East migration), Caribbean 


Islands, Russian/Jewish immigration

Reactions to the “new” immigrants

Impact on African-Americans and other “established” people of color

 “Yellow Peril,” West Coast Restrictions

The “Red Scare”

Quota Acts of 1921 and 1924

Ÿ Conquest of Native People (1850-1890)
Native American Nations; concept of oneness with the environment

The Homestead Act, 1862 and conquest of the West

The impact of “Indian wars”(1850-1900):  conquest and genocide against Native people

Case studies:  Wounded Knee, Chief Joseph, Trail of Tears, Buffalo Soldiers

Treaties and legal status

Attempts to legislate Native American life:  reservations; Dawes Act (1887)

Ÿ Agrarian protest
The Grange Movement
Populism:  a political response


Case study:  the populists as a grass roots political party

National government response:  Interstate Commerce Commission, Sherman Anti-trust Act

UNIT 4 – The Progressive Movement:  Responses to the Challenges Brought About By Industrialization and Urbanization

(Approximate time – 5 weeks)

Ÿ Reform In the United States
Pressures for Reform

Struggle for fair standards of business operation and working conditions

Increasing inequalities between wealth and poverty

Rising power and influence of the middle class

Social and Economic Reform and Consumer Protection


The “Muckrakers”,


Magazine writers (Steffens, Tarbell, others)


Novelists (Norris, Sinclair, others)

Movements among women, African-Americans, Native Americans


Women’s Rights


The Suffrage Movement (Stanton, Anthony); Seneca Falls


Beginnings of fight for birth control (Margaret Sanger)


African-American Liberation Movement


Formation of N.A.A.C.P. (1912)


Ida B. Wells (anti-lynching)


Marcus Garvey (Pan-Africanism)


Temperance / prohibition


Formation of Anti-Defamation League (1913)

Government Action

Influence of United States’ urban middle class municipal reform:  response to urban 

     problems sudden growth and needed services,

State and Federal Reform

Theodore Roosevelt and the “Square Deal” railroad regulation and consumer protection

“Trust-busting” court cases (rule of reason):  standard oil conservation

Woodrow Wilson and the “New Freedom”

The Underwood Tariff and the graduated income tax

Clayton Anti-trust Act and the Federal Trade Commission

The Federal Reserve System (monetary controls)

Women’s Suffrage Amendment

World War I:  effect on domestic reform

· United States Imperialism During the Early 20th Century

Emerging Global Involvement

Manifest Destiny and expansion to the Pacific Ocean

Perry and the “opening” of Japan; Japanese reaction, 1854-1900

Trade with China

Chinese people’s role in the U.S. Society

Boxer Rebellion

The Open Door Policy

Conquest of Hawaii

Naval Bases:  Samoa

The Spanish-American War

Review of Monroe Doctrine (1823-1898)

United States empire – Puerto Rico; Cuban “protectorate” (The Platt Amendment)

Conquest of the Philippines:  “the great debate”

West Indies “Protectorates” (“the big stick”)

Panama Canal:  conquest and construction

U.S. restraint and involvement:  1914-1920

Efforts at neutrality and “preparedness”

· Causes of United States entry into World War I
Nationalism

Imperialism

Militarism

Unrestricted submarine war fare

· United States role in the War
United States reaction to the Russian Revolution

Wartime Constitutional Issues

War opposition and patriotism:  the draft issue espionage and sedition acts

Schenck v. United States (1919), clear and present danger doctrine

Red Scare:  1918-1919

The Search for Peace and Arms Control:  1914-1930

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom

War aims:  the “14 points”

Versailles Treaty:  Wilson’s role

League of Nations

Washington Naval Disarmament Conference (1920’s)

Reparations and War debts (U.S. as a world banker)

Kellog-Briand Pact (1928)

Establishment of the World Court

UNIT 5 – At Home and Abroad:  Prosperity and Depression (1917-1940)


(Approximate time – 5 weeks)

· War and Prosperity:  1917-1929

Impact of War

Effects on gender roles, on African-Americans, and other people of color (A. Phillip Randolph)

Case study:  movement of southern African-Americans to northern cities

The Twenties:  business boom or false prosperity?

· Post-World War I recession

Farmers and “minorities” fail to share in economic benefit

Survival mechanisms used by groups not enjoying the prosperity

Mass production/consumption

Constitutional and legal issues

Threats to Civil Liberties:  Red Scare, Ku Klux Klan and Sacco and Vanzett

The growth of legalized segregation

Increased lynching and racial intolerance

Prohibition (21st Amendment)

Native Americans’ Role in U.S. Wards

Border Crossings

Legal status of Native Americans, 1886-1970:  citizenship, 1924, self government, 1934, self determination, 1970

Restrictions on immigration’

Women’s changing roles

Involvement in the political process:  the 19th Amendment

Women in the work force

The literary scene:  Sinclair Lewis, Ernest Hemingway, Langston Hughes, Edith Warton, Willa Cather, and F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zora Neale Hurston

The Harlem Renaissance

· The Great Depression

Weakness in the economy

The stock market crash

The Hoover response (rugged individualism, “trickle down” economics)

Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal:  Relief, Recovery and Reform Programs

Stock Market:  SEC

Social Security

Labor:  Wagner Act (NLRB), Labor Standards Act

Labor’s response:  formation of C.I.O.

Controversial aspects of the New Deal

Constitutional issues

1936 Election “mandate”

Roosevelt’s “court-packing: proposal

1940:  third-term controversy (the unwritten Constitution)

Passage of the 22nd Amendment (1951)

The New Deal and women (Frances Perkins; Mary McLeod Bethune)

The New Deal and “minorities” (shift in African-American vote)

Indian Reorganization Act (1934)

Opposition to the New Deal:  Al Smith, Norman Thomas, Huey Long, Father Coughlin, Dr. Townsend

UNIT 6 – The United States In An Age of Global Crisis:  Responsibility and Cooperation
(Approximate time – 5 weeks)

· Conditions leading to U.S. involvement in World War II and the Cold War

Isolation and neutrality

Neutrality Acts of 1935-1937

Spanish Civil War:  testing war technology and ideology

Failure of Peace, Triumph of Aggression

Aggressions of Germany, Italy, Japan:  1932-1940

The Munich Conference (1938)

Germany attacks Poland, start of World War II

Neutrality Act of 1939 (“cash and carry”)

The Atlantic Charter (1941)

The United States in World War II

Pearl Harbor

Role of women (Rosie the Riveter)

Mobilization:  the draft

Issues involving people of color

The atomic bomb

The Manhattan Project (role of refugees)

Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

United States occupation of Japan

The war’s impact on people of color

Placement of West coast Japanese-Americans into concentration camps

Treatment of African-American soldiers during and after the war (Tuskegee Airman)

The Nazi:  Holocaust

The Nuremberg trials

Demobilization

Inflation and strikes

Truman’s Fair Deal

· Major Issues and Problems:  1945-1960
Formation of the United Nations (Ralph Bunche)

Expansion and “containment”:  Europe

Establishing “spheres of influence”

The Truman Doctrine

The Marshall Plan

“Containment” in Asia, Africa and Latin America

UNIT 7 – The World:  1950 – Present

(Approximate time – 5 weeks)

· The United States and Japan
The United States and China

USSR tests an A-bomb (1949)

The “Hot War” in Asia:  Korean War

The Cold War

Truman and government loyalty checks

Case studies:  the Smith Act and the House Un-American Activities Committee

McCarthyism

· Geography:  Geographic issues today

Waste disposal

Water/air pollution

Shifting populations

Energy usage

Urban crisis

Change within the United States

Energy sources (nuclear power)

Materials (plastics, light metals)

· Technology (computers)

Corporate structures (multinational corporations)

Nature of employment (agriculture to industry to service)

· Postwar events
Eisenhower’s Foreign Policies

The end of the Korean War

The domino theory

The H-bomb

Eisenhower Doctrine

Sputnik:  initiating the space race

Political economy and Constitutional issues

Suburbanization

Beginnings of the modern civil rights movement

Brown v. Topeka Board of Education , 1954

Little Rock:  school desegregation

Rosa Parks:  The Highlander Folk School; Montgomery bus boycott

Sit-ins:  non-violent tactics

Civil rights legislation

Migration and immigration

Cities:  declining

New immigration patterns:  Caribbean focus

· The 1960s
The Kennedy years

The New Frontier

Civil rights actions

Case studies:  James Meredith, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Medger Evers, Ella Baker, Fannie Lou Hammer, March on Washington, movement for rights of “disabled” citizens

Foreign policy actions

Bay of Pigs

Cuban Missile Crisis

Launching the race to the moon

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 1963, 1967

Assassination in Dallas

Johnson and the Great Society

War on poverty

Modern Civil Rights Movement

African-American protest, pride and power; Case studies:  S.N.C.C. (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee), S.C.L.C. (Southern Christian Leadership Conference), C.O.R.E. (congress of Racial Equality)

Black Muslims:  Prominence of Malcolm X; Civil unrest:  “riots,” Kerner Commission; Assassinations of Malcom X, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr.; Legislative impact; Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1964, modifications since 1964; Voting Rights Act, 1965

24th Amendment (eliminating poll tax); The Modern Women’s Movement; Kennedy Commission and the Civil Rights Act, 1963-1964; NOW (1966) to present; Rising consciousness of Hispanic Americans;  “Brown Power” Movement; Organizing farm labor; Cuban and Haitian immigration; American Indian Movement (AIM) and other Native American protests; Occupation of Alcatraz; The Long March

· Turmoil at home and abroad, 1965-1973

Vietnam War

Early United States involvement

Guerrilla warfare and the defeat of the United States

Antiwar protest in the United States

Draft protesters 

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

Hippies and communalists

The Democratic Convention of 1968

Impact of the war on society

Negative effects on social programs of the Great Society

Crisis of confidence in authority

Modern Women’s Movement

Title IX – equal educational access (1972)

Equal Rights Amendment (failure to ratify)

Roe v. Wade (1973)

War Powers Act (1973)

· The trend toward conservation, 1972 - Present
Nixon Presidency, 1969-1974

Abandoning the Great Society

The moon landing

Withdrawal from Vietnam and Cambodia

Relations with China

Detente:  SALT

Watergate scandal

The Ford and Carter Presidencies

Pardon for Nixon

Amnesty for draft evaders

Oil crisis

Environmental concerns

Three-mile Island

Acid rain

Toxic waste

Environmental Protection Agency (1970)

Foreign policy issues

Oil crisis:  Middle East

The Afghanistan invasion

Camp David Agreements

Iranian hostage crisis:  1979-1981

Reagan and Bush, the “New” Federalism

Supply-side economics

Effects on people of color

The issue of poverty in an affluent society – “the underclass”

Changing demographic patterns (growing numbers of senior citizens and people of color)

Relations between the U.S. Government and Native Nations (treaties; land, mineral, and water rights; Sovereignty and gambling issues of Native Nations; Urbanization of Native Americans; use of stereotyped symbols of Natives for sales pitches and sports mascots, etc.)

Central America and the Caribbean:  debt and stability

Japan:  trade imbalance

United States and South Africa

United States – Soviet relations

“Star Wars” and arms limitations

Iran-contra scandal

The Bush Presidency

Elections of 1988, 1990, and 1992

Effects of demographics

Rise of a third party

Domestic issues

Environmental concerns

Immigration issues

Savings and loan scandal

Social crisis

Drugs and alcohol

Homelessness

Gang culture

Influx of illegal weapons

Neo white supremacist groups

Health issues

Aids

Malnutrition

Pollution

Lack of adequate health care

September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks

War on Terrorism

CROSS-CONTENT SCHEMATIC

Grade 11

	Social

Studies
	September
	October
	November
	December
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June

	
	United States Geography (2 weeks)

· The physical setting (location, climate zones, natural resources, etc.)
Development of The United States Constitution:  Constitutional Foundations (8 weeks)
	· The role/ influence of geography on historical/ cultural development
· Historical foundations
· European Imperialism
· Constitutional Convention
· Implementing Constitutional Principles
· The U.S. Civil War
	Industrialization of the United States (10 weeks)

· Reconstruction

· The rise of U.S. business, industry and labor, 1865-1920

· Immigration:  changing patterns

· Conquest of Native People (1850-1890)

· Agrarian Protest
	The Progressive Movement:  Responses to the Challenges brought about by Industrialization and Urbanization  (5 weeks)

· Reform in the U.S.

· U.S. Imperialism during the early 20th Century

· Causes of U.S. entry into World War I

At Home and Abroad:  Prosperity and Depression (1917-1940) (5 weeks)
	· War and Prosperity:  1917-1929
· Post World War I recession
· The Great Depressions
The United States in an Age of Global Crisis:  Responsibility and Cooperation (5 weeks)

· Conditions leading to U.S. involvement in World War II and the Cold War
· Major Issues and Problems:  1945-1960
	The World:  1950 – Present  (5 weeks)

· 60’s and Civil Rights

· 70’s and Vietnam

· 890’s and end of the Cold War

· Ongoing Issues:  the environment, technology, human rights
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