DELIVERY STANDARDS – PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT

PREFACE

The instructor of Participation in Government will assume the role of enabler and facilitator in the class.  The students will be guided through a series of self discovery exercises which will enrich their understanding of their role in government and how their participation/non-participation directly affects their lives.  Students will use the scientific method where classroom becomes a lab where they the  investigators who can experiment with various hypothesis about government.

In this setting, students will be able to synthesize, apply and reinforce civic knowledge, skills, concepts and themes of active citizenship.

CORE CURRIUCLUM

The N.Y.S. Board of Regents has mandated that the core curriculum for P.I.G. include three major strands:

Strand 1:

Goal:
People can solve problem by working within the system, respecting the law, respecting others and learning how to negotiate and compromise.

The Issue-Based Approach is the content-based course in which the teacher follows context topics outlined in the syllabus using issue-based assignments and community-based learning experiences whenever possible.


This includes Community Issue analysis that can be researched and used as a basis for inquiry, discussion and writing throughout the course and which leads to a recommendation for change/action.

Strand 2:

Goal:
By experiencing the real world of politics, students learn, through real-life role models, how improving public life can be effected through committed citizens.

A Community-Based Learning in which the teacher proceeds briskly through the content topics as a foundation for community-based experience, like service learning, which the student links to civics through issue-based assignments.

Learn how to access and use community-based resources through site visits, service learning or internships or by inviting community representatives to class, interviewing community representatives, monitoring political news, searching the internet and conducting simulations or role playing.

Strand 3:

Goal:
Students learn how to be a more effective citizen by understanding and appreciating the principles of American politics and how they compare to other political cultures.

A Project-Based Course in which teachers proceed through the content of the course as a foundation for a student or class project, such as an issue-based simulation activity or a research project based on a community issue.

Application of an issue-based approach and community-based learning which include a variety of topics of the core curriculum such as voting, serving on a jury, paying taxes, registering with the military selective service, protecting one’s rights and how to become involved in global, as well as local, community affairs.

It is the job of the teacher to decide how much emphasis is to be placed on the three strands and how to weave them together.

In order to effectively deliver the three major strands of P.I.G., the instructor must be willing to engage various instructive/learning methods which have been researched and proven to be effective teaching/learning tools for student achievement.

The following is a list (not exhaustive…add your own) of suggestions for masterful delivery of instruction:

· Multiple Intelligences – use of learning center

· Teacher-Directed Instruction – does not necessarily mean lecture

· Small and Large Group Discussion

· Cooperative Learning

· Investigative Cooperative Learning – group investigation

· Presentations – group and individual

· Cognitive Mapping – webbing

Some resources to enable students to understand civic concepts:

· Guest Speakers – League of Women Voters

· Community Issues Research – policy-making:  local, state, nation

· Field Trips – City Hall, Hall of Justice, Community neighborhood meetings

· Community Service Project – State mandated

· Add your own ideas and share them with your colleagues

See insert for materials and internet information.

· Monroe County Bar Association

· District Public Policy Project

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

Following each Strand, the teacher prepares possible assessment tools to ensure that students have an understanding and working knowledge of each Strand.

Assessment can include, but are not limited to the following:

· Document-Based Questions

· Performance tasks

· Research-based presentations

· Thematic Essay

· Objective-type assessment including multiple-choice, crossword puzzle, matching, true/false, etc.

· Debates

· Your own…

REQUIRED

Community Service… this includes, not only service, but also a reflective piece as well as an evaluation from their supervisor.

Please note:  Community Service is State mandated, however, the number of hours is determined by each teacher…a good rule of thumb is between 25 and 30 hours.  Be kind…remember that many seniors have jobs.

Senior Performance Task… A Public Policy Performance Task will be provided by the District.  This should be ready for “roll-out” in September.

Please Note:  Seniors who do not complete Community Service and the Senior Performance Task will not be allowed to take the Final Exam and will not receive full credit. This will have an impact on their graduation.

FINAL ASSESSMENT

Public Policy Project


50%

Community Service and Journal
20%

DBQ Essay



30%

Monroe County Bar Association

Serving Justice, the Legal Profession and the Community

September 2000

To All Members of the Monroe County Bar Association:

Public education is a primary focus of the Association.  We serve students, the community organizations and the general public.  We hope each of you will give us some of your valuable expertise and time as we offer the following programs again for 2000-2001.  We would also appreciate your comments and input about these volunteer opportunities.

COURT TOURS
The MCBA offers court tours to high school students and community groups.  Tours are arranged from the Bar Association office and are held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings throughout the year.  Attorney volunteers are suppli4ed with information about setting up the tour, including a court tour itinerary of things to do on the day of your visit.  There is also the opportunity for groups to visit with a judge in a courtroom for either a mock trial or moot court.  Prior to the tour date, the mock trial fact pattern or moot court topic will be provided to the group and participating attorney.  The assigned judge is responsible for conducting both of these programs and the attorney guide is welcome to participate.  If you have not previously conducted a tour, but would be interested in volunteering, we can arrange to have you accompany a court tour first with an experienced volunteer.  Just call Carol Murray, who will make the arrangements.

LAWYER IN THE CLASSROOM
Teachers in Monroe County are encouraged to invite attorneys into their classrooms to address specific topics or talk about law as a career or a substantive area of the law which the students are studying.  Volunteer attorneys also may be asked to assist a teacher with judging a mock trial competition or allow a student to “shadow” you in your work environment.  We also have teachers who might appreciate your input on curriculum planning.

MONROE COUNTY MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT
Students from area high schools prepare for an assigned case with assistance from a teacher coach and one or more attorney advisors.  The competition runs from January through March.  Attorneys also serve as judges for the first and second rounds of competition.  A separate form for those who wish to volunteer is enclosed with this information.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU

The MCBA maintains a list of its members who are willing to speak to community, church and civic groups upon request on specific legal topics of interest.  The Speaker’s Bureau not only compiles the list of proposed speakers, but also coordinates their speaking engagements with the requesting organization.

One of the MCBA’s primary goals is to assist the public in understanding the legal system and what lawyers do.  We hope you will agree to participate in one or more of these worthy projects to help meet that need.  Please return the enclosed forms to the Bar Association at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your participation.

1 Exchange Street, 5th floor     Rochester, NY  14614-1817   (716) 546-1817
Fax (716) 546-1807

visit our Website at www.mcba.org

CURRICULUM HOT SPOTS ON THE WEB

The following web sites provide valuable information for teaching the Tree Strands for P.I.G.

Lesson Plan Sources

Lesson plans can be found on many web sites listed under other categories.  The following collections are grouped by level and content area and can be searched easily by topic.

Information Indexes

An information index is a set of topic menus where searches are narrowed to find what users need.  Yahoo is the most popular, but there are other choices.

Search Engines

Search engines are tools that find web pages containing words or phrases that you specify – put phrases in quotes, such as, “endangered species.”  Because each example has unique strengths, it makes sense to try several (the last three allow you to search using multiple search engines simultaneously).

Student Research Resources

The following resources include age-appropriate sites to help students answer their own questions, complete homework assignments do focused online research.

Curriculum Portals

Portals are doors on the Web that provide integrated resources, tools and services through single locations.  Education portals offer customized free-based curriculum services and related school applications.

Curriculum Resource Centers

There are many curriculum centers hosted to various professional associations, foundations, government agencies.

School/Teacher/Student Curriculum Collections

There are growing numbers of general and specialized curriculum collections maintained by schools and individuals and many are “labors of love” for the common educational good.

Company Curriculum Collections

Many companies and organizations that provide education products and services offer online curriculum, resources.

Online Product Sources

There are places to find online projects…some may require paid subscriptions.

Libraries and Museums

There are sites which link to exhibits at libraries and museums throughout the world and allow users to communicate with experts and explore special topics in depth.

Communication Media
These sites offer communication resources including online newspapers, radio, television and teaching and learning materials.

Especially for Kids

This site offers creative, child-appealing educational and recreational materials, including games, puzzles, stories and interactive activities.

Schools On the Web

One of the best ways to review online assignments, activities, projects, units and courses is to visit school sites throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Professional Resources 

This site offers a variety of resources for technology planning, finding grants, writing proposals, managing online resources, doing staff development and communicating with colleagues.

QUESTIONS

Figure 2:  Summary

	Unit A
	Philosophical Foundations and Comparative Perspectives

Question: 
What are the purposes and principles of government, politics and



the law?


State Standard 5.1, National Standards I and II

	Unit B
	Citizenship in comparative Perspective

Question 2:  
What are the roles and rights of citizenship?

Question 3:
How does someone become a legal resident and a citizen?


State Standard 5.3, National Standard V

	Unit C
	Citizenship, Participation and the Electoral Process

Question 4:
Does your vote count?

Question 5:
How does the political party system enable choice and participation?

Question 6:
How do you prepare yourself to vote?

Question 7:
Why would someone seek public office?

Question 8:
How do campaigns and elections enable choice and participation?

Question 9:
How do you become a more effective media consumer?


State Standard 5.2 and 5.3, National Standards III and V

	Unit D
	Legal Obligations of Citizenship

Question 10:
How do you register with Military Selective Service and when would you refuse?

Question 11:
What are the implications of federal, state and local taxes?

Question 12:
How do you respond to a call for jury duty?

Question 13:
What is the place of law and citizenship in the judicial system?


State Standard 5.3, National Standard V

	Unit E
	Public Policy and Political Participation

Question 14:
How do you find information on public issues of interest?

Question 15:
Which government(s) should respond to a particular public policy issue?

Question 16:
How does the public policy process work?

Question 17:
How does the public policy process reflect the purposes, values and principles of American democracy?

Question 18:
How do advocates become more involved in working on a public issue or for political organization?

Question 19:
How can you become more involved in the political life of your community?


State Standard 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4, National Standards II, III, V

	Unit F
	Legal Rights and Responsibilities

Question 20:
What are the legal rights and responsibilities of the individual in civic life, the work place, school and the international community?

Question 21:
How can you find more information on your legal rights?

Question 22:
How do your legal rights change as you move about in a globalizing world?

Question 23:
Should the United States Seek to promote democracy around the world?


State Standard 5.2 and 5.3, National Standards III and V
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