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DATE:   _________________________

SCHOOL: _________________________________

TO:
  Elementary Assistant Principals

FROM:  Paulette Davis, Arts-in-Education Coordinator

RE:        Sixth Grade Field Trip to the Memorial Art Gallery


We are beginning the implementation of the redesign of the District Artists-in-Residence program.  As you know, our goal is to ensure grade level arts experiences across the District for all students.  We are now scheduling  “Passport to the Past”, the sixth grade field trip to the Memorial Art Gallery. This arts experience connects to New York State Learning Standards in Social Studies and Art.  The interactive tour surveys the Gallery’s collection of artworks and artifacts from the Ancient Near East, Egypt, Asia, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Students will experience the thrill of seeing real objects from 500-5,000 years old, while exploring universal themes such as daily life, death and burial, technology, religion, and writing.  Recommended for classes studying the culture of Ancient Egypt the trip includes a visit to “Protected for Eternity: The Coffins of Pa-Debehu-Aset” in the Gill Discovery Center.  This highly interactive exhibit features the Gallery’s pair of 2,300-year-old Egyptian coffins accompanied by related objects and activities that offer a glimpse into ancient Egyptian culture. 

Each across-the-District, grade-level arts experience will consist of four parts: 

1. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Join fellow 6th grade teachers and the

   Education staff at the Memorial Art Gallery for your Passport to the Past on

   Thursday October 28 from 4-5:30. 

· Tour the art and artifacts of the ancient world, Asia, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Docents will demonstrate how they will interact with your students and engage them in active looking and questioning.

· Explore ways to prepare your students for their visit to the MAG.

· Preview the teacher’s guide to Passport to the Past.

· Borrow kits, books and other materials from the Teachers Resource Center.

· Discuss ways to use MAG art and artifacts throughout the school year.

2. RESOURCE MATERIALS:  Teachers will receive related educational resource materials including study guides 

3. FIELD TRIP: at the Gallery led by a specially trained docent

4. FOLLOW-UP: classroom visit by a teaching artist

The field trip is one hour and fifteen minutes long.  Your field is scheduled for: 10:00-11:15 a.m.:

Bus will pick-up students at 9:30 a.m. and depart from the Gallery at 11:20 a.m.

Please complete the attached confirmation/reservation form and return to the Artists-in-Residence program office immediately.  An immediate response is necessary because of the logistics of scheduling transportation and reservations for large groups of students.  We appreciate your cooperation.  Please contact me if you have any questions or need more information: Paulette Davis, Artists-in-Residence Program, Central Office, 3rd Floor, 262-8314, fax: 262-8614, email: paulette.davis@rcsdk12.org 

cc:  David Silver, Chief Program Officer 

       Deborah Harloff, Director of the Arts

       Principals 

       Memorial Art Gallery: Susan Dodge-Peters Daiss, Carol Yost, Mary Ann Monley

       Transportation: Ellen Cicero 

ROCHESTER CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

2004-2005 SIXTH GRADE FIELD TRIP TO THE MEMORIAL ART GALLERY

CONFIRMATION/RESERVATION FORM

Please fill in completely and return to the Artists-in-Residence Program (Central Office, 3rd. Floor) immediately. We appreciate your cooperation. Please return to: Paulette Davis, fax: 262-8614.  Please contact me if you have any questions or need to schedule a different date: 262-8314, email: paulette.davis@rcsdk12.org 

Name of School: ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Teacher for Grade Six: ___________________________________

Phone ____________________  Fax __________________________ Email ______________________________

Please complete teacher’s name and class enrollment for each sixth grade classroom. Please indicate whether any students/teachers have special needs such as wheelchairs or crutches, or require handicapped buses. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________

Your field trip for 45 of your sixth graders is scheduled for: 10:00-11:15 a.m. on 
Buses will pick-up students at 9:30 a.m. and depart from the Gallery at 11:20 a.m.

We will provide one bus /55 students; maximum of two buses/field trip date. Schools with more than 110 sixth grade students will receive two field trip dates.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Classroom teachers and art teachers are urged to attend the “Passport to the Past” professional development session at the Memorial Art Gallery, 500 University Avenue, on Thursday, October 28th from 4-5:30 p.m.

Registration for this inservice is made through the Artists-in-Residence program. Please complete the information below for teachers who will be attending from your school.  Teachers can register at any time prior to October 25, 2004 by calling the Artists-in-Residence office (262-8314).

Name, Phone, Email:

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________

We appreciate your cooperation as we implement this exciting program of across-the-District, curriculum and standards-based, arts experiences.  Please copy and distribute this form to each sixth grade teacher. Please use the space below to enter comments/concerns.  Thank you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

